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STUDENT: Makes 
Idaho proud

“Support for protests in an 
unlikely place” was the title of 
an article in the Los Angeles 
Times op-ed section last week.

The article was written 
by Lilian Smith, a student at 
Coeur d’Alene High School. 
Kudos to a very bright and 
articulate student.

I forwarded this article to 
many of my friends… some 
who have the wrong idea 
about Idaho and its citizens. 
It showed that even in “deep-
red” Idaho, where guns are 
an integral part of society, 
protests can be peaceful and… 
all lives matter.

RUTHANN GROSSMAN
Los Angeles

CARTOON: Healing 
with smiles

I have been in law 
enforcement as a practitioner, 
educator, trainer, and 
consultant, since 1971. I can’t 
thank you enough for the 
Friday cartoon that showed a 
black man and cop agreeing 
that people shouldn’t stereotype 
or blame a group for the 
actions of a few. I suspect 
everyone who is or has been 
in law enforcement and black 
citizens too, feel the same way. 
What a great way to start the 
healing process.

TAD LEACH
Coeur d’Alene

OUR TOWN: A
place of tolerance

We are proud to be part of 
the Coeur d’Alene community, 
especially at this moment. 
When our nation was rocked 
by the appalling event in 
Minneapolis, every citizen was 
horrified and many decided to 
protest. Unfortunately, rioters, 
looters and thugs infiltrated 
peaceful demonstrations in 
every part of the country — 
every part, that is, EXCEPT 
North Idaho. 

Because people here believe 
in BOTH our right to free 
speech, and our right to bear 
arms to protect ourselves, our 
neighbors and private property, 
the villains avoided Coeur 
d’Alene. Of course, some among 
us prefer to believe that Antifa 
and other trouble makers 
coming here was “just a rumor” 
to which we “over-reacted.” We 
believe the presence of the men 
and women of the impromptu 
militia thwarted the invasion 
and assured the safety of our 
community. 

For those who embrace the 
culture of fear being promoted 
by certain elements of society, 
the culture that would have 
you afraid of the very citizens 
who defended our Coeur 
d’Alene, ask yourself why 
outsiders want you to fear 
your friends and neighbors. 
The rest of us will not let 
fear distort our perception of 
our community. We choose 
to honor the heroic action of 
those who stepped forward to 
protect Coeur d’Alene, and we 
offer them our utmost gratitude 
and admiration! 

JOYCE FORD
CHERYL INGLE

BARBARA TURNER
Coeur d’Alene

POLICE: Front-line 
support

People donate money to 
their church every week. I 
get it. But why not donate 
one dollar a week to local law 
enforcement? Now, this will 
offend some, but it seems to me 
God’s just sitting this one out. 
The cops are not. They are our 
“front line.”

LEE M. GIBSON
Rathdrum

REBUTTAL: Facing 
the facts

To Katherine Nichols, 
from Roger Hawkes, with all 
respect…

“Facts are stubborn things; 
and whatever may be our 
wishes, our inclinations, or the 
dictates of our passion, they 
cannot alter the state of facts 
and evidence.” — John Adams

ROGER HAWKES
Post Falls

HREI: Keep
your change 

In my opinion, a former 
president of eight years 
campaigned to “fundamentally 
change America.” He and his 
cohorts worked tirelessly to do 
just that — divide and destroy 
the United States of America. 
They were working hard on 
their plan. However, after 
eight years, a large number 
of Americans realized where 
this group was trying to take 
America and they said “NO!”

In spite of all the attempts 
by the former president and his 
cohorts to sabotage America 
and our new president, many 
Americans — of all races and 
colors — have been working 
hard to repair the damage and 
bring Americans back together. 

But a heinous crime gave 
these anarchists a torch for 
the huge firestorm they were 
waiting to unleash on America. 
We now need real Americans 
— black, white, red, yellow 
and whatever color you want 
to claim who believe in our 
Constitution and each other 
— to come together and tell 
the anarchists “NO!” You CAN 
NOT have our Country! 

So, HREI, as you call for 
more division, (Coeur d’Alene 
Press, June 9) I say you 
can put your accusations of 
“systemic racism” — black 
and white — and so-called 
“white privilege” in a deep, 
dark hole never to see the 
light of day.

I, for one, will not kneel, 
apologize nor kiss the ring of 
your “New America.” 

LAGONDA McDONALD, S.B.
Coeur d’Alene

MEDIA: Dial
down the hate

We need to take a reality 
check. This Black Lives Matter 
affair has gone WAY too 
far. The political left of this 
country, which includes the 
national news media, is so 
consumed with hatred for the 
president they have lost any 
perspective they may have had, 
and are so completely devoid 
of objectivity I honestly believe 
they should have to register 

as a political party or at the 
very least a Political Action 
Committee. They are not 
journalists. 

When a group of anarchists 
take over a large swath of 
Washington’s largest city 
and those in authority let 
it happen because one guy 
in Minnesota is a thug with 
a badge, something is very 
wrong, particularly when 
the “news media” constantly 
refers to these riots as 
“protests.” Letting thugs take 
over through riots, looting 
and arson, and then justifying 
their behavior is not the 
answer. It has gone so far 
now, I’m afraid the only way 
to stop it is an equally over 
the top use of force, which 
is what the entertainers and 
propagandists with journalism 
degrees can’t wait to put on 
TV and find a way to blame 
anyone other than those doing 
the looting, burning and 
stealing.

The national “news media” 
needs to dial down the hate 
they promote and have 
promoted since November 2016. 
I can’t help but wonder if they 
honestly think they are doing 
a service to anyone but Antifa. 
Liberal governors and mayors 
have ceded their authority to 
the mob.

JIM COOK
Post Falls

ANTIFA: Peaceful 
protesters?

I have to respectfully 
disagree on some points with 
Geri Hagler’s letter about 
the Antifa Organization. 
They are anything but an 
organization that are involved 
in “peaceful protests.” While 
they purport to be against 
fascism, they engage in protest 
tactics like digital activism, 
militancy involving property 
damage, physical violence 
and harassment. If you study 
the tactics of fascists during 
World War II, Antifa’s tactics 
come right out of their 
playbook.

Antifa is a far left group 
that holds anti-authoritarian 
and anti-capitalist views. 
Their left-wing ideology 
supports anarchism, 
communism and socialism, 
and it is anything but 
peaceful. Just take a look at 
their activity up and down 
the West Coast from Seattle to 
Portland to Los Angeles. 

They are also some of the 
key agitators during the recent 
Black Lives Matter protests. 
They have been involved in 
violence against people and 
property, especially on our 
campuses, and anybody who 
doesn’t agree with them is 
subject to their wrath. It is 
right in front of your eyes on 
television. Why do you think 
they all wear masks? They 
want to hide their identity 
because they are breaking the 
law! I believe if you want to 
learn what a person or a group 
is really like, just pay attention 
to their behavior, not their 
rhetoric. 

I believe in equality for 
everyone and will not tolerate 
racism. I strongly support our 
First and Second amendments.

MIKE HILL
Post Falls

See LETTERS, A5
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government for a redress of grievances.’

First Amendment to the Constitution

Readers Write

Who knew a preface could say so much.
Uyless Black, a frequent and esteemed 

contributor to The Press, wrote his first 35 
books about data communications networks 
and the internet. But his latest, No. 42 for those 
who are counting, is something else. 

Fresh off the press, “Read to Me with Ears 
to Hear and Eyes to See” is a collection of 32 
short stories about the social fabric of America. 
Black, who won the Navy Commendation Medal 
for actions in the Vietnam War, writes with 
sensitivity, adept scene-setting and character 
development that sometimes lead where you 
wouldn’t have expected to go.

That includes the preface. Today’s editorial 
quotes Black from his focus on one valuable 
reminder. On Friday, we’ll share his 
observation (and warning) about one of the 
greatest threats to that which binds us as a 
great nation.

“My son, Tommy, and I started reading to 
each other early in his life. While I read, he 
would follow my words as I pointed to the 
text with my finger. This guidance helped his 
learning new words, even though, many years 
ago, my first grade teacher had forbidden her 
students to finger read. Nonetheless, my son 
would do the same for me as he read. Thus, we 
read with both ears and eyes.

“Each night I would put him to bed earlier 
than my time for sleep. His only protest, and 
not much of a protest, was, ‘Read a story.’ That 
we did … together, often pausing to discuss a 
passage in the narrative.

“For a while in the evening, we would lie 
together on the bed, propped up on pillows, as 
we educated each other, slowly and casually 
reading short stories and novels of adventure 
and heroes’ exploits.

“It is satisfying to learn how we can gain 
pleasure from reading as well as watching 
others recite their cadence of passages. But this 
experience comes about if we do not read and 
listen too impatiently; that we study, if only 
a little bit, even casually, the structure of the 
author’s compositions…

“Watching Tommy’s reading those passages 
helped me gain an increasing appreciation of 
the written word, and I hope I did the same for 
him.”

Reading to and with our children regularly. 
Perhaps there is no greater parental gift — a 
gift that gives back instantly and forever.

• • •
Information: UylessBlack.com

Black hits
the parental
bull’s-eye

TRUMP: Check
his priorities

With three years of White 
House tweets and blatant 
GOP voter suppression, we 
need to remember history. 
We need to go back only 79 
years. What was the United 
States fighting to destroy 
in World War II (and also 
World War I)? For those 
who don’t know because of 
lack of education or are in 
support of fascists (Nazis), it 
was to destroy an ideology 
of the “pure (white) race” 

who felt they were given 
permission by their god to 
kill and suppress people 
because they weren’t white 
or didn’t agree with their 
evil. 

This is the ideology of 
Trump and his followers. 
What will Trump and his 
supporters’ explanation be 
to God on their judgment 
day? Reality check for 
Trump’s supporters — 
Trump doesn’t care about 
you or God, he only cares 
about Trump.

JOAN ZALUSKA
Post Falls
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Opinion
‘Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 

government for a redress of grievances.’

First Amendment to the Constitution

Author Uyless Black is prolific — how 
does 42 books and hundreds of essays posted 
on blog.UylessBlack.com sound? — but he 
owns a depth of perception that goes far 
beyond data communications networks, 
the internet and other technical areas he 
mastered in a long and fascinating career.

He grew up on a New Mexico ranch, 
became a gifted swimmer and an officer who 
won the Navy Commendation Medal for his 
actions in Vietnam. Lucky for us, he now 
calls Coeur d’Alene home.

Black is an adept writer, in part because 
he is a gifted observer. On Wednesday, we 
editorialized from the preface of his latest 
book, “Read to Me with Ears to Hear and 
Eyes to See.” The focus was on the strong 
foundation of learning and communication 
forged in the little effort and lot of love 
invested when we read to our children and 
grandchildren.

But as he does so well, Black finished 
the preface with an about-face, turning to 
the real and growing threat of social media 
dependence not just on families, but on the 
Family of America.

Having dinner out one night with his wife, 
Holly, Black noted that about one-third of all 
the diners, sitting with family and friends, 
“were involved in exercising their thumbs, 
all the while resting their tongues and ears, 
and ignoring their dinner companions.” 

OK, you’ve done that too — both observed 
and committed the “social media” sin in a 
place where phones should be ignored or 
outlawed. But Black carries the observation 
further.

“I am not fond of the social media 
climate,” he writes. “Its emphasis on 
abbreviated communications, often hostile 
discourse to display egos, indifference to 
the beauty of language and our country’s 
traditions and history are disturbing. The 
system is unraveling. It discourages the glue 
that binds Americans together to a common 
purpose: The bonding to one another 
with the associated ties of empathy and 
tolerance.”

He also writes:
“When I read my ancestors’ letters, writing 

during the American Civil War days, I am 
struck by their compositional beauty, by 
their tolerance toward others, even their 
enemy at that time. Today, even within 
our democracy, people who have genuine 
but different views are excoriated in social 
media. They are demeaned as aliens to 
others’ ideologies.”

The threat is real, Black concludes. 
“Forsaking reading and writing at the risk 

of over-using social media carries the risk 
of alienation. Let us attempt to communicate 
with empathy toward others …”

We challenge you: Go to your favorite 
social media repository and see how much 
empathy is being communicated to others — 
particularly those whose views might differ.

Thought so. And that’s why we’re so glad 
Uyless Black is writing books like this.

• • •
Information: UylessBlack.com

Casualties
of runaway

social media
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DALTON: Good move, 
city

I wish to offer my 
endorsement and thanks 
regarding the city of Dalton 
Gardens’ decision to close 
4th Street to through traffic, 
in the section where Avista 
gas lines are being replaced. 
This decision provides much 
improved safety for those 
workers in the street, for 
residents, and for those 
who would otherwise be 
traveling on 4th. As a bonus 
I understand that this closure 
permits work to be completed 
much faster.

My only recommendation to 
improve this would be to post 
notification at Dalton Ave. that 
4th St. is closed ahead, and 
recommend using Government 
Way as an alternate route, 
thereby reducing traffic which 
is otherwise diverted through 
Dalton Gardens side streets. 
Well done!

MIKE CHASE
Dalton Gardens

TRAILS: Tale of the 
ale

Bill Buley’s front page 
article on the Centennial Trail 
was awesome and so true. 
Many of our fundraising events 
were mentioned and one more 
must get highlighted, our 
annual Ales for the Trail, as it 
is the North Idaho Centennial 
Trail Foundation’s biggest 
fundraiser for the year.

During normal 
circumstances, the Ales for the 
Trail is a large gathering held 
at McEuen Park. This year 
we feel the need to keep our 
community safe and support 
our wonderful local small 
businesses by changing the 
venue to a “Brew Hop” on 
Saturday, Aug. 8, from 2-6 p.m. 
in downtown CDA, Midtown 
CDA and Riverstone. 

We are looking for 
participating businesses and 
volunteers for the day — email 
us at info@nictf.org if you are 
interested. The NICTF will be 
promoting this event in the 
next couple of months. 

Support local and give back. 
Tickets can be purchased from 
our website, www.nictf.org, 
under the Events page. All 
proceeds benefit our beautiful 
and much needed Centennial 
Trail.

CINDY LIVINGSTON
NICTF Board Member

Coeur d’Alene

NOISE: Listen up, 
Cd’A

When is Coeur d’Alene 
going to stop the lip service on 
the downtown noise and start 
enforcing our Noise Ordinance? 
If it is not enforceable, FIX IT! 

We have a good police 
presence downtown, but 
nothing is done when cars 
exceed the allowed noise level. 
There is more outside dining 
on Sherman and a lot more 
living units affected by this. 
It’s time.

ED HATTER
Coeur d’Alene 

INMATES: Don’t 
forget victims

A June 7 story in the Idaho 
Statesman reported how the 
Idaho Commission on Pardons 
and Parole has granted more 
parole releases during the 
Coronavirus crisis. Figures 
reported by the newspaper 
show 407 paroles were granted 
in January and February, 
compared to 579 during March 
and April. 

We at Marsy’s Law for Idaho 
understand decisions must be 
made to manage the spread of 
the virus and protect health 
of inmates and staff at state 
prisons and county jails. We 
are not criticizing the decision 
to review and approve more 
parole requests.

We are asking, however, 
that Idaho corrections officials 
honor the constitutional rights 
of the victims that have been 
harmed by these offenders. 
Specifically, we refer to the 
constitutional right to prior 
notification of parole hearings 
and release decisions.

As we all adjust to the 
pandemic, let us not forget our 
legal and moral obligations to 
protect crime victims.

JACOB CLUFF
State Director

Marsy’s Law for Idaho

VETERAN: A moving 
experience

I was at the local Winco 
last week, wearing a U.S. Air 
Force hat. A young black 
man approached me. He was 
wearing dreadlocks and a 
look that is unusual to see in 
this area. Honestly, I am a 
little apprehensive. I have no 
reason to talk to him. He walks 
up to me and, in the middle 
of the racially fueled hatred 
and chaos our country is 
experiencing, he says, “Thank 
you for your service, sir!” 

I was stunned. If he is 
reading this, I want to say two 
things. 

You probably meet my 
definition of a great American 
and I am impressed by your 
situational awareness (most 
people don’t notice). It will 
serve you well in life. Thanks 
for a small splash of light in 
this dark time. All lives matter, 
especially ones like this!

RICHARD LAING
Major, USAF, Retired

Hayden Lake

MASKS: 
Consideration needed

Regarding Kaye 
Thornbrough’s story of June 4, 
celebrating the re-opening of 
downtown and the “protesters.” 
The article was accompanied 
by a photo of a business owner 
and a customer, about two feet 
apart, and mask-less!

On June 1, I went to a 
medical building in the 800 
block of Ironwood. There was 
a large sign over the elevator 
buttons asking for social 
distancing. I was followed 
into the building by a young 
woman. I asked if she needed 
the elevator as I was early for 

my appointment. She said she 
was waiting for her husband so 
I went ahead and boarded and 
pushed the button for my floor.

Suddenly, both the woman 
and her husband pushed 
onto the elevator, both mask-
less. I edged myself off and 
wondered if I had been their 
grandmother, would they have 
behaved differently? What a 
world we live in now!

D. OSWALD
Coeur d’Alene

SHERIFF: Earning his 
way

I am a new resident of 
North Idaho, and thus new 
to North Idaho politics. I 
have a question: Why do four 
Republican candidates have 
to wage an expensive and 
grueling primary campaign to 
run for sheriff in the general 
election, while one Independent 
candidate automatically gets to 
run in the general election as 
the opponent? It seems to me 
that Bob Norris earned his spot 
on the ballot, while Mike Bauer 
arrived through the back door. 

The choice for me is clear: 
I’ll vote for the hard worker vs. 
the slacker. 

THOMAS LOGAN 
Coeur d’Alene

COLOR: Only skin 
deep

On a limb, skin color does 
not matter. It’s your gray 
matter that matters. It’s how 
you conduct yourself that 
matters. 

We are human. We are 
above “wild animals” (or are 
we?). Of course black lives 
matter! No one said they don’t. 
All lives matter. (That makes 
me a racist.) No, it doesn’t. 
That makes me human.

Many men in my bloodline 
fought in the Civil War, all for 
the North, and finally to end 
slavery. Many of them died. 
Do I feel anybody owes me 
retribution? No- I do not. I’ve 
never met anyone who has 
ever owned a slave and I’ve 
never met anyone who was 
one. History is history. Let’s 
move on.

LEE M. “SLIM” GIBSON
Rathdrum

ANTIFA: Breaking it 
down

I have read numerous 
articles and letters about 
busloads of Antifa coming to 
town. Anti means against, 
doesn’t it? And the “fa” means 
Facism, doesn’t it? Therefore, 
“Antifa” is supposedly against 
Facism, am I not again 
right? Facism is defined 
as “an authoritarian and 
nationalistic right-wing system 
of government and social 
organization.” One synonym 
is Nazism. So, if Antifa is 
really fighting against a form 
of Nazism, why are they the 
“bad guys?” Doesn’t that mean 
that all these gun-packing 
Republicans parading around 
town are “pro-fa”? 

JANET CALLEN
Coeur d’Alene
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