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Editorial

Black hits
the parental
bull’s-eye
ho knew a preface could say so much.
W
Uyless Black, a frequent and esteemed
contributor to The Press, wrote his first 35
books about data communications networks
and the internet. But his latest, No. 42 for those
who are counting, is something else.
Fresh off the press, “Read to Me with Ears
to Hear and Eyes to See” is a collection of 32
short stories about the social fabric of America.
Black, who won the Navy Commendation Medal
for actions in the Vietnam War, writes with
sensitivity, adept scene-setting and character
development that sometimes lead where you
wouldn’t have expected to go.
That includes the preface. Today’s editorial
quotes Black from his focus on one valuable
reminder. On Friday, we’ll share his
observation (and warning) about one of the
greatest threats to that which binds us as a
great nation.
“My son, Tommy, and I started reading to
each other early in his life. While I read, he
would follow my words as I pointed to the
text with my finger. This guidance helped his
learning new words, even though, many years
ago, my first grade teacher had forbidden her
students to finger read. Nonetheless, my son
would do the same for me as he read. Thus, we
read with both ears and eyes.
“Each night I would put him to bed earlier
than my time for sleep. His only protest, and
not much of a protest, was, ‘Read a story.’ That
we did … together, often pausing to discuss a
passage in the narrative.
“For a while in the evening, we would lie
together on the bed, propped up on pillows, as
we educated each other, slowly and casually
reading short stories and novels of adventure
and heroes’ exploits.
“It is satisfying to learn how we can gain
pleasure from reading as well as watching
others recite their cadence of passages. But this
experience comes about if we do not read and
listen too impatiently; that we study, if only
a little bit, even casually, the structure of the
author’s compositions…
“Watching Tommy’s reading those passages
helped me gain an increasing appreciation of
the written word, and I hope I did the same for
him.”
Reading to and with our children regularly.
Perhaps there is no greater parental gift — a
gift that gives back instantly and forever.
•••
Information: UylessBlack.com
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“Support for protests in an
unlikely place” was the title of
an article in the Los Angeles
Times op-ed section last week.
The article was written
by Lilian Smith, a student at
Coeur d’Alene High School.
Kudos to a very bright and
articulate student.
I forwarded this article to
many of my friends… some
who have the wrong idea
about Idaho and its citizens.
It showed that even in “deepred” Idaho, where guns are
an integral part of society,
protests can be peaceful and…
all lives matter.
RUTHANN GROSSMAN
Los Angeles
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CARTOON: Healing
with smiles
I have been in law
enforcement as a practitioner,
educator, trainer, and
consultant, since 1971. I can’t
thank you enough for the
Friday cartoon that showed a
black man and cop agreeing
that people shouldn’t stereotype
or blame a group for the
actions of a few. I suspect
everyone who is or has been
in law enforcement and black
citizens too, feel the same way.
What a great way to start the
healing process.
TAD LEACH
Coeur d’Alene
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Casualties
of runaway
social media
Author Uyless Black is prolific — how
does 42 books and hundreds of essays posted
on blog.UylessBlack.com sound? — but he
owns a depth of perception that goes far
beyond data communications networks,
the internet and other technical areas he
mastered in a long and fascinating career.
He grew up on a New Mexico ranch,
became a gifted swimmer and an officer who
won the Navy Commendation Medal for his
actions in Vietnam. Lucky for us, he now
calls Coeur d’Alene home.
Black is an adept writer, in part because
he is a gifted observer. On Wednesday, we
editorialized from the preface of his latest
book, “Read to Me with Ears to Hear and
Eyes to See.” The focus was on the strong
foundation of learning and communication
forged in the little effort and lot of love
invested when we read to our children and
grandchildren.
But as he does so well, Black finished
the preface with an about-face, turning to
the real and growing threat of social media
dependence not just on families, but on the
Family of America.
Having dinner out one night with his wife,
Holly, Black noted that about one-third of all
the diners, sitting with family and friends,
“were involved in exercising their thumbs,
all the while resting their tongues and ears,
and ignoring their dinner companions.”
OK, you’ve done that too — both observed
and committed the “social media” sin in a
place where phones should be ignored or
outlawed. But Black carries the observation
further.
“I am not fond of the social media
climate,” he writes. “Its emphasis on
abbreviated communications, often hostile
discourse to display egos, indifference to
the beauty of language and our country’s
traditions and history are disturbing. The
system is unraveling. It discourages the glue
that binds Americans together to a common
purpose: The bonding to one another
with the associated ties of empathy and
tolerance.”
He also writes:
“When I read my ancestors’ letters, writing
during the American Civil War days, I am
struck by their compositional beauty, by
their tolerance toward others, even their
enemy at that time. Today, even within
our democracy, people who have genuine
but different views are excoriated in social
media. They are demeaned as aliens to
others’ ideologies.”
The threat is real, Black concludes.
“Forsaking reading and writing at the risk
of over-using social media carries the risk
of alienation. Let us attempt to communicate
with empathy toward others …”
We challenge you: Go to your favorite
social media repository and see how much
empathy is being communicated to others —
particularly those whose views might differ.
Thought so. And that’s why we’re so glad
Uyless Black is writing books like this.
• • •
Information: UylessBlack.com
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DALTON: Good move, INMATES: Don’t
city
forget victims
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I wish to offer my
endorsement and thanks
regarding the city of Dalton
Gardens’ decision to close
4th Street to through traffic,
in the section where Avista
gas lines are being replaced.
This decision provides much
improved safety for those
workers in the street, for
residents, and for those
who would otherwise be
traveling on 4th. As a bonus
I understand that this closure
permits work to be completed
much faster.
My only recommendation to
improve this would be to post
notification at Dalton Ave. that
4th St. is closed ahead, and
recommend using Government
Way as an alternate route,
thereby reducing traffic which
is otherwise diverted through
Dalton Gardens side streets.
Well done!
MIKE CHASE
Dalton Gardens
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TRAILS: Tale of the
ale
Bill Buley’s front page
article on the Centennial Trail
was awesome and so true.
Many of our fundraising events
were mentioned and one more
must get highlighted, our
annual Ales for the Trail, as it
is the North Idaho Centennial
Trail Foundation’s biggest
fundraiser for the year.
During normal
circumstances, the Ales for the
Trail is a large gathering held
at McEuen Park. This year
we feel the need to keep our
community safe and support
our wonderful local small
businesses by changing the
venue to a “Brew Hop” on
Saturday, Aug. 8, from 2-6 p.m.
in downtown CDA, Midtown
CDA and Riverstone.
We are looking for
participating businesses and
volunteers for the day — email
us at info@nictf.org if you are
interested. The NICTF will be
promoting this event in the
next couple of months.
Support local and give back.
Tickets can be purchased from
our website, www.nictf.org,
under the Events page. All
proceeds benefit our beautiful
and much needed Centennial
Trail.

A June 7 story in the Idaho
Statesman reported how the
Idaho Commission on Pardons
and Parole has granted more
parole releases during the
Coronavirus crisis. Figures
reported by the newspaper
show 407 paroles were granted
in January and February,
compared to 579 during March
and April.
We at Marsy’s Law for Idaho
understand decisions must be
made to manage the spread of
the virus and protect health
of inmates and staff at state
prisons and county jails. We
are not criticizing the decision
to review and approve more
parole requests.
We are asking, however,
that Idaho corrections officials
honor the constitutional rights
of the victims that have been
harmed by these offenders.
Specifically, we refer to the
constitutional right to prior
notification of parole hearings
and release decisions.
As we all adjust to the
pandemic, let us not forget our
legal and moral obligations to
protect crime victims.
JACOB CLUFF
State Director
Marsy’s Law for Idaho
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VETERAN: A moving CO
de
experience
I was at the local Winco
last week, wearing a U.S. Air
Force hat. A young black
man approached me. He was
wearing dreadlocks and a
look that is unusual to see in
this area. Honestly, I am a
little apprehensive. I have no
reason to talk to him. He walks
up to me and, in the middle
of the racially fueled hatred
and chaos our country is
experiencing, he says, “Thank
you for your service, sir!”
I was stunned. If he is
reading this, I want to say two
things.
You probably meet my
definition of a great American
and I am impressed by your
situational awareness (most
people don’t notice). It will
serve you well in life. Thanks
for a small splash of light in
this dark time. All lives matter,
especiallyby
ones
like this!
Powered
TECNAVIA
RICHARD LAING
Major, USAF, Retired
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