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Interesting but
inaccurate:
PC pundits get
it wrong again
This is in response to
the Coeur d’Alene Press
notation (Jan. 3, 2020)
about the comments
on Joe Biden’s remark
regarding American
culture. His statement
has been characterized
by many people as
racist. Here is what Mr.
Biden said, “Our culture
is not imported from
some African nation or
some Asian nation.”
The attacks on Mr.
Biden’s observation
are politically correct,
but they are factually
incorrect. To see why,
let’s revisit some
history:
From the early
17th to the mid-19th
centuries, America’s
culture was imported
largely from western
European nations. As
examples, the 1620
landing of western
Europeans to form the
Pilgrims settlement, as
well as other western
European settlements
farther north and south.
New York (Dutch) and
Jamestown (English)
are two examples.
The early
characteristics of
our culture were
not imported, even
remotely, from regions
of the world other than
Western Europe.
During this time,
the areas of Europe
containing present
day England, Ireland,
the Netherlands,
France, Germany and
Spain established
settlements, principally
on America’s eastern
seaboard from Maine
to Florida, but also
the Midwest in the
Pennsylvania and
Ohio areas; as well as
western Virginia and
Maryland. Spaniards
settled into the
Southwest in the 1500s.
England was the
principal contributor
to our early culture;
not Asia or Africa. As
described by historian
David Hackett Fischer
(in his book, “Albion’s
Seed”), the populations
migrated as follows:
1. 1629-41: England’s
East Anglia to
Massachusetts.
2. 1642-75: South
England to Virginia.
3. 1675-1725:
England’s north
Midlands and Ireland to
the Delaware area.
4. 1717-1775: North
Britain, Scotland
and Wales to present
Midwestern America.
It was not until
America had subdued
the native (Indian)
American on the
East Coast and into
the interiors of the
Midwest; not until
African American slave
trade began to have
a presence, especially
in the South, did
cultures other than
those of western Europe
play even a modest
role in America’s
social and political
milieu. As another
example, Chinese
made limited inroads
into California and a
few states eastward
during the building of
the transcontinental
railroad in the 1860s.
However, during
these events, Native
Americans were
not assimilated into
America’s culture; nor
were the slaves from
Africa; nor were the
Chinese. Indeed, these
cultures were subject to
ridicule, isolation and
discrimination.

I doubt
an 1860s
San
Franciscan
said to
his wife,
“Honey,
let’s take
in some
Uyless
Black
Chinese
opera
GUEST
tonight.”
OPINION
Substitute
“opera” for
“food” and
we can more accurately
grasp the reality of
our history, one that
has been ignored by
America’s politically
correct ideologues.
The cultural and
political inculcations
of Native Americans,
Africans and Chinese
into America were
significant and of
great importance
to the fiber of our
country. But they
came into being
decades after western
European ethnicity
had affixed itself
to the culture of
America.

Political blindness
We should grow
weary of people who,
because of ideological
blindness and political
correctness, attach
themselves to a star
devoid of facts, but one
sparkling with ignorant
platitudes.
The present
situation in America
is dismaying. Out-right
falsehoods, such as the
statements attributed
to Mr. Biden’s accurate
observations, are
accepted as truth. One
comment on social
media stated, “It’s
almost like Joe Bidden
is a racist.”
Any student of
American history
knows the remark of
Mr. Biden is accurate.
The politically correct
pundits have the
subject of immigration
distorted in relation to
America’s history.
We may or may not
want Mr. Biden to be
president. That opinion
is irrelevant to the
focus of this article.
Regardless of what
our preference for a
presidential candidate
may be, we should
not let the inaccurate
and ignorant
comments about Mr.
Biden’s remark go
unanswered.
One last point to
clarify this writer’s
views: America’s
practice of welcoming
immigrants to this
country has helped
make our country
robust.
We should continue
to pursue this idea,
but not let it proceed
pell-mell. Let’s adhere
to the rule of law and
the idea of fairness to
those who legitimately
wait at our nation’s
borders to enter our
country.
•••
With Irish, Scottish and
Native American ancestry
in his veins, Uyless is a
typical mixed-blooded
American. Having
migrated from New
Mexico to Washington,
D.C., then Idaho, he
and his wife Holly live in
Coeur d’Alene. Strong
believers in cultural
diversity, they lean
toward owning German
Water Dogs (regrettably
labeled as French
Poodles and sadly
stereotyped in Hollywood
movies).
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We worked hard to get
DEQ to approve the
water system. I don’t
think there should be
any doubt that we’re
committed to doing
this.”
The Department of
Environmental Quality
approved a permit for
the proposed sewer
system after several
drafts last year.
“This will be a
brand new, recycled
water system, treating
the wastewater and
then using it to irrigate
the landscaping
surrounding the
development,”
said Matt Plaisted,
Engineering Manager
for the Coeur d’Alene
DEQ regional office.
“When the system is
complete, Super 1 will
be the first to tie-in,”
Reeslund said. “The
more people are tied
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Development next to Super 1 in Hayden is on hold until the developer completes
the appropriate infrastructure.
into it, the sooner DEQ
can approve it.”
“When you bring a
new sewer system online,
in order to operate the
system you have to have
effluent to treat to get
it running, to know if
everything is working
properly,” contracted
city planner Rand
Wichman said.
In this case, the
effluent produced
by Super 1 should
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Athol City Council decided not to allow further
building at the Crossings until the developer
completes the appropriate infrastructure.

be sufficient to start
operations of the new
system, according to
DEQ.
Wichman did not
recommend the council
approve HJ Grathol’s
request.
“If I believed for one
second that this system
would be ready in April,
I would say go ahead, let
them build,” Wichman
said. “When we allowed
Super 1 to open on the
water system, it took one
and a half years to get
the system running.”
The city decided to
use the document that
gives them control. If
they had amended the
agreement, it could have
left them vulnerable to
the headache of trying
to enforce city codes,
officials said.
“The city of Athol
made it clear to me that
their highest priority is
that the infrastructure is
completed and that the
city doesn’t get hurt in
the process,” Wichman
said. “They are new

to doing significant
development. They
wanted to make sure
they were being very
careful, dotting all their
i’s and crossing their t’s.
That’s what drives this
decision. They want to
make sure everything in
the subdivision gets done
and gets done properly.”
Athol doesn’t have
some of the tools
larger cities possess for
regulating development.
The city more muscle
at the beginning of a
development.
“We want to make
sure Athol is protected,”
Council member Josh
Spencer said. “[The code]
is a tool for the city of
Athol to make smart,
profitable decisions.”
Construction of
the sewer system is
contingent upon winter
conditions and may
delay its completion past
April.
“This may all be moot
if weather starts up,”
Council member Shane
McDaniel said.

