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Preface

After the presidential primaries had settled on who the candidates would be for the
Republican and Democratic parties, I began writing a series of articles about Donald Trump and
Hillary Clinton.

I post some of my material on Blog.UylessBlack.com and to a restricted list of readers
who have expressed an interest in my work. For the Trump/Clinton assessment, I enquired if the
local paper where I live in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, had an interest in publishing this work.

The Coeur d’ Alene Press responded positively to my proposal. Shortly thereafter, I gave
the newspaper my observations about Trump. In hindsight, given the conservative climate in
North Idaho, I should have skewered Clinton first. I suspect I would have gained more
empathetic readers in preparation for the Trump skewer.

Anyway, my intent was to write a negative column about both candidates. I know from
years of experience that writing laudatory words about political figures does not bring forth as
much interest as does highlighting the disapproving attributes of these people. This approach
may seem cynical, but politics in the national arena is not for the faint-hearted.

In addition, I was not (and am not) enamored with either candidate. I am not alone in my
opinions about the candidates. This week (September 30, 2016), the editorial board of the
newspaper USA TODAY declared by unanimous consensus that “Donald Trump…is unfit for the
presidency.” However, the board, “does not have a consensus for a Clinton endorsement” either.
This newspaper reflects my reasons for coming to the same conclusions, which are described in
this composition.

During this time, I mentioned to a friend that I was going to post these pieces onto my
blog and to my list of readers. We both agreed that---up here in the panhandle of North Idaho---
my Trump criticism would bring forth more negative responses than my Clinton criticism. Of
course! The ratio of Republicans to Democrats in this part of America is so heavily sided toward
Republicans that Democrats are little more than noise on the political spectrum.

Sure enough, the three pieces on Trump brought forth a cascade of ideological vitriol,
with an occasional well thought-out letter coming through the flak. A substantial amount of the
correspondence that admonished my concerns about Donald reminded me of a saying, “The
Ignorant, therefore Doctrinaire Syndrome.” After many years of writing books and articles for
the pubic, I continue to remain amazed at the utterances that spring forth from ill-informed
people who are too lazy to do a bit of home work (research) about a topic.

Nonetheless, regardless of the political colors or red or blue, some of the Hillary wrath
was equally banal. Still, I was heartened by several well-informed and well-stated responses---
red and blue. You will read them later in this material.

During this process, I was accused of being a lot of unsavory things; among them, a
Democrat! I am with neither party. I am a registered Independent in the state of Idaho. I was
accused of having a closed mind about Mr. Trump; that my analysis of his acute narcissism was
mistaken for a person prone to harmless bombast; that my uneasiness with Hillary’s history was
my inability to look to the core of her career…and so on.

I did not expect to change a single opinion of those who had made up their minds. But I
did hope to engage those who still had an open opinion about the candidates, and I believe many
undecided voters are still mulling over the issues surrounding the two candidates. It is this group
of readers I hope I have reached.



+++

I stated that given what I wrote, I could not support either candidate. I wanted to remain
above the fray, at least for these articles. Upon voting day, I will not remain above the fray. I will
cast my vote as an independent for the person who I believe can do a better job in the presidency.

Even if my preferred candidate loses, I will get behind the winner if these efforts will
move a disgracefully non-performing Congress to separate their ideological stalemates from
those issues that really count: the physical security and economic well-being of America.

We Americans should warn Congress: Argue about gay rights, prayer in schools,
Christmas mangers on courthouse lawns, mixed marriages, Mexican-proof walls, and Muslim-
proof seashores. Debate them until the cows come home. Whether you like this unpleasant truth
or not, in the long run, these soft issues will not affect the essential well-being of America.

We will muddle through these mental masturbations, but they will become increasingly
irrelevant to the majority of Americans who are becoming more urbanized, more Democratic,
less religiously doctrinaire, as well as more tolerant of different sexual and racial views.

In so many words---with doubters and their redoubts here and there as isolated
exceptions---America is becoming more tolerant of our differences, as long as these differences
do not put us at risk.

+++

What’s next? America’s citizens must demand that Congress get its priorities straight. As
examples: Sequestration (across the board spending cuts) is proving to be too blunt a tool for
imposing restraint; managers should be given more leeway in how sequestration affects their
operations. One prominent example is denying the Department of Defense the ability to do long
range planning. The Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission Supreme Court ruling has
further eroded citizens’ respect for and belief in America’s politics. A partially populated
Supreme Court is emasculating one of the great strengths of America: its judicial system. Wall
Street’s power and an increasingly monopolistic business environment are eviscerating small
business America. The emergence of the shadow banking system (replaying the run-up to the
2008 financial meltdown) can lead to another meltdown. Government shutdown is an insult to
the taxpayers who keep the shut-downers on the government payroll.

While Congress argues Doe vs. Wade for the N10 time, America’s infrastructure is falling
apart. Detroit’s schools resemble war-torn third world counties. Flint, Michigan’s children are
drinking lead-laden water. Bridges are built that go nowhere. Some of the bridges that actually
have a destination collapse from neglect.

America, the most affluent and powerful nation the world has ever known, is not taking
care of many of its own citizens. Even more disgraceful: America can take care of these citizens,
but it will not.
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The Coeur d’ Alene Press is a local newspaper. As stated in the Preface, it is located in a
predominately conservative part of America, North Idaho.

A few years ago, I began sending The Press a selection of my blog postings, some of
which the newspaper published. Most of the articles are politically neutral. All are based on my
experiences and zeal for doing research: digging in and finding out.

My assertions brought forth many responses that had conservative leanings. No surprise
there, and for the most part, I accepted these responses, as I am a fiscal/economic conservative.
Where I diverge from much of the population in this part of America is that I am a liberal on
many social causes.

The Press could constitute itself to report on local affairs: the opening of a new store; the
extraordinary charitable contributions the citizens in this part of America give to the community;
the emphasis on nearby events. Generally, these articles are non-controversial.

Nonetheless, this paper has the courage to publish subjects beyond the local high school
football scores. The CDA Press staff supports, at the risk to its long-time security, issues that are
socially and politically controversial in this neck of the woods.

Those who publish work that might be contentious to a local readership---but do it
anyway---have my greatest admiration. The CDA Press is one such example
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